
Chicago Tomato Fest 2010
“Buy a sandwich, build a garden”

A celebration of Heirloom Tomatoes in Chicagoland, honoring the people who grow, cook, and eat them.

BLT Bonanza – August 23rd to September 19th
Slow Food Chicago, Candid Wines and The Chicago Honey Coop are teaming up to organize and sponsor the second annual Chicago Tomato Fest.  In conjunction with the Festival, we are seeking Chicagoland restaurateurs who will present their own unique take on the classic BLT sandwich, featuring Heirloom and Ark Varieties of Tomatoes and Pork, if the chef chooses to use Bacon.  Our restaurant partners will agree to promote the local farmers and the varieties they grow in an effort to increase the general public’s awareness of the local bounty we enjoy here in Illinois.  Further, we will explain to our customers who ask what we mean by “buy a sandwich, build a garden”.  
The Chef’s Pledge:

From August 23rd to September 19th,  the height of the local tomato season, my restaurant will serve our take on the classic BLT Sandwich as part of Slow Food Chicago’s Tomato Fest 2010.  I agree to the following:
1) I will be feature locally grown heritage breed tomatoes in my BLT.  My staff and I will communicate to our customers the names of the varieties we have selected and the farmer or farmers who grew our tomatoes.

2) If I decide to use bacon in my BLT, I will use locally grown pork, ideally from a heritage and / or Ark breed.  My staff and I will communicate to our customers the variety we have selected and the farmer or farmers who grew the pork we will serve.

3) My restaurant will donate $0.50 per sandwich sold to Slow Food Chicago’s preSERVE urban garden project.  I vouch for the accuracy of our accounting and recognize that all donations are tallied on the honor system.  

4) If and when I am contacted by local media, I will do my best to explain the meaning of heritage breeds and to promote the local farmers from whom I am buying the ingredients for my BLT.

Chef’s Name: _____________    Restaurant (s) Name (s): ____________________
Slow Food Chicago, Candid Wines, and The Chicago Honey Coop agree in turn to promote the event and the participating restaurants through all relevant media channels, increasing exposure and supporting Chicago area Chefs who agree to “The Chef’s Pledge”. 

PreSERVE is a partnership between Slow Food Chicago, the North Lawndale Greening Committee, the Chicago Honey Co-Op, and Neighborspace, to create a community garden in North Lawndale, one of Chicago's "food deserts." The formerly vacant lot is now producing black eyed peas, crowder beans, and sweet potatoes, thanks to the help of many volunteers from the neighborhood and across the city.  We've accomplished this with all volunteer labor and donated tools and materials, but we're now fundraising to acquire our own tools, build a low fence, install a sign with information for the community, and continue to purchase the materials needed for the project.  Our goal is to raise $7,500 by the end of 2010. 

Please contact Damien Casten
 – 630.485.0860 / Damien@chicagotomatofest.com for more info.

